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LATIN AND ANGLO-SAXON AT GENEVA 


T HIS YEAR, as last, disarmament, se- 
curity, arbitration are the keynotes 
of the discussions at the League Assembly 
at Geneva. And this year, as last, is no- 
table for the prestige given to these dis- 
cussions by the fact that they are in many 
cases led by Prime Ministers and Foreign 
Ministers who head the various delega- 
tions. 

Last year the discussions revealed two 
distinct points of view, the British insist- 
ing that disarmament should precede and 
pave the way for security, the French 
urging that once given security, disarm- 
ament would logically follow. 

This year this division is along some- 
what different lines and centers more on 
arbitration. France has taken the lead in 
favoring universal agreements for com- 
pulsory arbitration of international dis- 
putes, and in this she is strongly upheld 
by the smaller nations. Great Britain, 
Italy and Japan take an attitude against 
general commitments and prefer to treat 
each issue as it comes along, holding that 
there are certain vital interests and ques- 
tions of national honor which cannot be 
arbitrated. 

Specific plans looking towards disarm- 
ament and security must of necessity be 
deferred, pending the outcome of the Al- 
lied negotiations with Germany for the 
security pact. But the fundamental dif- 
ference in viewpoint was nevertheless 
emphasized by the speech of Austen 
Chamberlain (September 10), explaining 
again Great Britain’s reluctance to accept 
the Protocol or any other general and in- 
clusive plan for the arbitration of interna- 
tional disputes. Dwelling on the funda- 
mental difference between the Latin and 
the Anglo-Saxon method of approach, Mr. 
Chamberlain declared it impossible to 
frame a general Protocol which would 
satisfy all, and continued: 


It is natural for the Latin mind first to 
fix certain abstract principles to settle gen- 
eral rules and proceed to apply them in 
detailed cases.... We [the British] are 
prone to eschew the general; we are fear- 
ful of these logical conclusions pushed to 
extremes, because in fact, human nature 
being what it is, logic plays but a small 
part in our every-day life. ... At no 
single moment have we formulated general 
principles with logical precision. On the 
contrary, nearly every vital decision that 
we have taken has been illogica) and for 
that reason all the more adapted to recon- 
cile conflicting interests and to find a 
middle path. 

M. Paul Boncour of France, replying 
the next day, declared that while the Pro- 
tocol had not been accepted, it was by no 
means dead and the spirit of the Protocol, 
the principle of general arbitration, could 
not be killed. M. Boncour treated rather 
caustically Mr. Chamberlain’s disclaimer 
of logic in building up the British Empire, 
remarking that the world would not 
agree, as underneath all British acts was 
a fundamental and logical plan for ad- 
vancing British interests. 

The plans of President Coolidge to call 
a disarmament conference in Washington 
will undoubtedly be influenced by the 
adoption of a resolution introduced by 
Spain, recommending that after the re- 
gional security pacts now under discus- 
sion have been deposited with the League, 
the Council should examine them and re- 
port to the Seventh Assembly, and make 
preparatory arrangements for a confer- 
ence on the reduction of armaments as 
as soon as satisfactory conditions have 
been reached from “the point of view of 
general security.” The resolution was 
approved in the name of the Czecho-Slovak 
Government by Dr. Eduard Benes, For- 
eign Minister, and one of the chief authors 
of the Protocol adopted last year. 

The head of the Chinese delegation, Mr. 
Chu Chao-Hsin, made an eloquent plea for 


— 


moral assistance to China in her effort to 
regain full sovereignty and set aside ex- 
traterritoriality and customs control, to 
which she laid the responsibility for most 
of her difficulties. Later he presented a 
resolution approved by Britain, France 
and Japan which voiced the Assembly’s 
satisfaction on learning that the Customs 
Conference would be convened in Peking 
and expressed the hope that a satisfactory 
solution might be reached at an early date. 
The resolution in itself carries little 
weight, but it is significant that China 
has brought the matter up at Geneva, 
where, according to the New York 
Times, the spokesman of the French dele- 
gation expressed his opinion that “the 
Chinese were correct in declaring that 
most of their troubles were due to the 
treaties they seek to have set aside.” 

A resolution introduced by Uruguay, 
which would look toward broadening the 
Statute of the World Court to make easier 
the entrance of the United States, was 
coldly received and will probably be un- 
favorably acted upon. 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


German Security Pact 
HE ALLIED GOVERNMENTS have 
issued their formal invitation to the 
Germans to a conference on the Security 
Compact, following the conclusion of the 
Conference in London of juridical experts* 
which has now reported to the various 
governments concerned. While the text 
of the note is not yet available, it is un- 
derstood to indicate a preference that the 
first meeting shall be attended only by 
the foreign ministers, to be followed by a 

plenary conference next month. 


Poland and Czecho-Slovakia have asked 
to be included in the conference which, of 
course, will discuss questions which affect 
their interests. It is probable, however, 
that they will be present as observers 
only. The German objection to the pro- 
posal that France should be allowed to 
pass her troops through Germany in case 
of war between Russia and Poland has 
apparently been met by the agreement to 
refer this question to the League, where 
Germany (assuming, as is probable, that 
she will not only join but be admitted to 
the Council) would have an equal voice 
with France and England in determining 
the outcome. 


Russian Notes 

ECENT DISPATCHES from Walter 
Duranty, Moscow Correspondent of 
the New York Times, who has just re- 
turned to Russia after an absence of some 
eight months, contain several interesting 
side-lights on economic and political de- 

velopments in the Soviet. 
A further step toward return of normal 
economic conditions has come, says Mr. 
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Duranty, with recognition of the particu- 
lar importance of “specialists,” that is 
technica] experts, or ““white collar” men, in 
the functioning of the industrial system. 
This reform, long advocated by Lenin, 
abolishes once and for all the stigma of 
“bourgeoisism” which has clung to the 
technician and specialist, and places him 
on an equal footing with the proletarian 
worker. The move was made by the Cen- 
tral Executive Committee of the Com- 
munist Party, which is above and behind 
the Government, in a resolution “to im- 
prove conditions of life and work for 
specialists.” It is significant, not only 
because of the Soviet’s recognition of the 
specialist’s contribution to economic well- 
being, but also because it marks accept- 
ance of the Communist regime by the 
bourgeois economic element. 


An unostentatious advertisement tucked 
away in a corner of the financial page 
in recent issues of leading New York dail- 
ies is a further indication of Russia’s ad- 
vance along economic lines. It announced 
the “State Bank of the U.S. S. R. (Union 


of Socialist Soviet Republics) . .. head 
office Moscow .. . capital, 10,000,000 
Chervonetz [$51,450,000]. ... Banking 


business of every description transacted.” 
Among the New York correspondents are 
listed the Guaranty Trust Company, 
Equitable Trust Company, Irving Bank- 
Columbia Trust Company, Public National 
Bank, the State Bank, Bank of United 
States, J. Henry Schroeder Banking Cor- 
poration, all of which are undoubtedly 
braced for the charge from certain quar- 
ters of being Bolshevist sympathizers, or 
at any rate influenced by Russian prop- 
aganda. 


The Conference on American Relations 
with China, meeting at Johns Hopkins 
University this week, has brought together 
specialists in the fields of industry, com- 
merce, missions, finance and education for 
the purpose of considering the larger im- 
plications of the present situation in 
China as regards American responsibil- 
ities. Among the more prominent par- 
ticipants are Dr. Sao-Alfred Sze, Chinese 
Minister to the United States; Dr Leigh- 
ton Stuart, President of Yenching Uni- 
versity in Peking; C. K. Edmunds, former 
President of Canton Christian College; 
Dr. Jeremiah Jenks, of the Alexander 
Hamilton Institute; Dr. P. W. Kuo, Pres- 
ident of the Southeastern University in 
Nanking, and Bishop Logan H. Roots. for 
twenty-one years Missionary Bishop of 
Hankow. Others who have accepted in- 
vitations to participate in the discussions 
include leading business men, former dip- 
lomatic officials and missionaries with 
wide experience in Chinese affairs. The 
conference membership has been re- 
stricted to 275. 
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